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  Český Krumlov to play host to travel guide and map publishers from all over the world

  Publishers of maps and tourist guides from all over the world are heading for Český Krumlov on the  24th and 25th of February 2006. The Český Krumlov Chateau Riding Hall is to be the location of the International Map Trade Association international conference for Europe, Africa, and the MiddleEast. There will also be representatives from Australia, the USA and Canada amongst the participants.

   It is the first time that the members of IMTA will hold their congress in the Czech Republic. Last year´s cartographers´meeting took place in London and in 2007 IMTA will be hosted by the city of Salzburg in Austria. Český Krumlov emerged victorious from the demanding selection process thanks to the efforts of the local companies Unios Tourist Service and the  Hotel U města Vídně. This Český Krumlov hotel at the same time became the official partner hotel of the congress. Representatives of prestigious publishers like, for example, Rough Guides, National Geographic Society, Freytag – Berndt, GeoClub, Collins, and so on will thus personally experience the beauties and hospitality of the Czech Republic in the shape of South Bohemia and Český Krumlov. 
   So at the end of February more than 200 specialists from every continent will meet in Český Krumlov for specialist discussions, seminars and workshops. The themes of their discussions will be for example new developments in the generation and processing of data, the production and sale of maps and guides, the utilization of the GPS navigation system but also for example marine navigation and the like. The specialist programme is supplemented by a contractual exhibition which will be open to the general public on Saturday. People will thus be able to get acquainted with the latest developments in the fields of maps, guides and the use of navigation systems and buy or order the current editions there and then.

   The optional programme of the IMTA conference will include a tour of Český Krumlov, the Castle and Chateau with its baroque theatre, the renowned Egon Schiele Art Centrum gallery, a visit to the local Eggenberg brewery and a thematic programme of selected attractive destinations in the wider Czech Republic.

   Each participant at the conference will receive an impressive sixty-page catalogue presenting Český Krumlov and its most important cultural institutions, South Bohemia Region, the Czech sites on the UNESCO world natural and cultural heritage and the Czech Republic itself. The catalogue will be published by the co-organizer of the conference Unios Tourist Service. The Hotel U města Vídně helped to finance the publication which was also supported and financed by the government agency CzechTourism and it is intended to serve as  a permanent reminder of the visit to our country and of its beauties. 

   International Map Trade Association – an international cartographic organization of associated individuals, companies and institutions who are directly or indirectly concerned with the production and sale of maps, globes or travel guides. The advantage of this association is not only access to extensive information but also to material and products from related fields.
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